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Background and Aim: Tangible cultural heritage is a historical and
intergenerational asset whose effective protection requires a coherent,
preventive legal framework. This study identifies legal and institutional
gaps in Iran and proposes a model aligned with international standards
while balancing public conservation interests with the rights and
responsibilities of private property owners.

Materials and Methods: This theoretical study employs a descriptive
analytical method, comparatively examining relevant domestic
legislation and international instruments, with attention to institutional
structures and enforcement arrangements.

Ethical Considerations: Scientific integrity, honesty, responsible
scholarship, and accurate source attribution were maintained
throughout the research.

Findings: Despite numerous regulations and responsible institutions,
Iran’s legal system suffers from fragmented rules, overlapping
mandates, weak preventive enforcement mechanisms, the absence of
systematic heritage impact assessments, and a lack of integrated
information  systems. Moreover, inadequate mechanisms for
compensating ownership restrictions discourage owners’ participation
in conservation. Comparison with international standards indicates that
domestic provisions prioritize heritage registration and responses to
violations, without sufficiently connecting prevention, ongoing
management, oversight, and cross-border cooperation. Thus, the
central challenge is not merely legislative insufficiency but structural
misalignment between legal recognition, implementation, and
institutional accountability.

Conclusion: The study introduces a “proactive governance model for
tangible heritage” integrating comprehensive legislation, clearly
allocated institutional responsibilities, heritage impact assessments,
equitable compensation for property restrictions, integrated
management, specialized adjudication, data-driven monitoring, and
coordinated action against cultural heritage crime. By promoting
participation among property owners and local communities, this
model could facilitate a transition from fragmented, reactive protection
toward continuous, preventive, and accountable heritage safeguarding.
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