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Background and Aim: This study comparatively examines the principle
of individual criminal responsibility in Imami jurisprudence and
international criminal law, emphasizing the judicial practice of the
International Criminal Court (ICC). The central challenge concerns
preserving individual culpability and attribution when addressing
collective and organized international crimes, including war crimes and
genocide, while preventing impunity.

Materials and Methods: This theoretical study employs a descriptive-
analytical approach, drawing upon comparative examinations of
jurisprudential foundations, international criminal law provisions, and
relevant judicial approaches adopted by the ICC.

Ethical Considerations: Academic integrity, originality, accurate
representation of sources, and research ethics were observed throughout
the study.

Findings: Both legal systems recognize individual attribution, prohibit
punishment of innocent persons, and establish a connection between
culpability and criminal responsibility. However, international criminal
law employs concepts such as indirect perpetration, control over crime,
and command responsibility to establish accountability for planners and
commanders. Conversely, Imami jurisprudence applies stricter standards
of causation through principles such as the precedence of direct
perpetrators over indirect causes. Furthermore, institutions such as
Agilah and Bayt al-Mal primarily concern compensation and civil
liability rather than transferring criminal responsibility to others.

Conclusion: Differences between these systems primarily concern
methods of establishing individual attribution in complex crimes rather
than the fundamental principle of personal responsibility. Reinterpreting
jurisprudential concepts of indirect causation, organizational control, and
psychological coercion may strengthen the capacity of Imami
jurisprudence to address multilayered participation in organized
international crimes without undermining the essential requirement of
individual culpability.
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