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Background and Aim: This study examines the functions of
the Islamic state and the welfare state regarding citizens’
social and economic rights in Iran and the United States. Its
main objective is to compare and analyze these two models in
terms of securing citizens’ economic and social rights and
realizing economic justice..

Materials and Methods: This is a qualitative study
employing a comparative method.

Ethical Considerations: Ethical principles, including
academic integrity and proper citation, were observed
throughout the study.

Findings: The Islamic state addresses economic and social
rights in connection with justice, human dignity, and people’s
material and spiritual needs, using mechanisms such as
khums, zakat, and support for those in need alongside the
state’s legal responsibilities. In contrast, the U.S. welfare
state primarily seeks to reduce poverty and promote equal
opportunities through social security, insurance, public
services, and welfare policies, although its federal structure
and political and economic developments have limited the
scope of such support.

Conclusion: Both models share the general objective of
protecting citizens’ economic and social rights. However, the
Islamic state pursues these rights within a framework of
religious, ethical, and spiritual justice, whereas the U.S.
welfare state primarily relies on economic, social, and
distributive policies.
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