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Background and Aim: Article 167 of the Iranian Constitution is
fundamentally linked to the concept of justice—a notion deeply
embedded in contemporary human rights discourse. This study
aims to explore the position of justice as the philosophical and
normative foundation of Article 167, seeking to demonstrate that,
in this context, justice is not merely an abstract idea but serves as
a criterion for legitimacy within the framework of human rights
standards.

Materials and Methods: The study is theoretical and analytical
in nature. Data were collected and analyzed through a review of
jurisprudential and legal sources, human rights instruments, and
interpretative practices relevant to Article 167.

Ethical Considerations: The research was conducted in line with
academic integrity, impartiality in analysis and interpretation, and
respect for authors’ rights.

Findings: The results indicate that justice is intrinsically
connected—yet functionally distinct—across philosophical,
jurisprudential, legal, and judicial levels. Within this framework,
Article 167, by granting interpretive authority to judges, allows
for a balance between formal justice under the law and
substantive justice. It can thus serve as a mechanism to protect
fundamental rights and uphold standards of justice, particularly in
cases of legislative lacuna, within the context of human rights
discourse.

Conclusion: Article 167 should not be viewed merely as a
mechanism for referencing Islamic jurisprudence, but rather as a
normative tool for realizing substantive justice in judicial
proceedings—justice that, under the light of human rights
teachings, becomes aligned with contemporary values.
Accordingly, this article can play a pivotal role in strengthening
judicial legitimacy and fostering the integration of Islamic
jurisprudence, statutory law, and human rights values.
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