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Background and Aim: This study aims to explain the causes of
suspended development and examine why human rights have not been
effectively institutionalized in Iran. It investigates the interaction
between political culture, institutional capacity, and the international
environment during the period 1989-2021. The research seeks to explain
why, despite the expansion of participatory and rights-based values,
human rights and civil institutions have not developed and consolidated
in accordance with these societal transformations.

Materials and Methods: This qualitative study adopts a descriptive—
analytical approach based on library research, documentary sources,
books, and scholarly articles. Data were analyzed using a three-variable
analytical model comprising political culture, institutional capacity, and
the international environment.

Ethical Considerations: Throughout all stages of the research, ethical
principles were strictly observed, including originality of the text,
academic integrity, honesty in analysis, accurate citation of sources, and
respect for intellectual property rights.

Findings: The findings indicate that although the expansion of
participatory values has increased public demands for transparency,
accountability, and the protection of civil rights, weak intermediary
institutions, structural constraints, unstable reform processes, and
international pressures have prevented these demands from evolving into
sustainable human rights institutions. Consequently, the gap between
cultural transformation and institutional capacity has remained the
principal factor sustaining the condition of suspended development in
Iran.

Conclusion: The findings demonstrate that human rights institution-
building depends on the synergy between political culture, effective
institutions, and a supportive international environment. The persistent
imbalance among these factors has perpetuated the condition of
suspended development in Iran. Therefore, strengthening civil
institutions, enhancing governance capacity, and reducing structural and
international constraints are essential prerequisites for achieving
sustainable political development and durable human rights institution-
building.
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