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Background and Aim: Financial transparency in electoral
competition is one of the most important prerequisites for
ensuring the integrity of elections. This study aims to examine
the effectiveness of existing regulations in ensuring financial
transparency in campaign financing for city council elections and
to propose legal reforms to improve the current framework.

Materials and Methods: This study adopts a descriptive—
analytical approach. The research data are qualitative and were
collected through documentary analysis and note-taking from
legal sources and relevant literature.

Ethical Considerations: The principles of academic integrity,
including authenticity of sources, honesty, and proper citation,
have been observed in this research.

Findings: The findings indicate that the legal framework
governing the elections of Islamic city and village councils in
Iran suffers from significant legislative gaps. These include the
absence of a comprehensive definition of campaign expenditures,
the lack of clear spending limits for electoral campaigns, the
absence of mandatory centralized registration of financial
transactions, and the lack of a specialized electoral auditing
authority.

Conclusion: The results suggest that legislative reform—such as
adopting a comprehensive law on electoral campaign financing
for local councils, requiring candidates to use dedicated
campaign bank accounts, establishing a public system for
financial disclosure, and introducing effective enforcement
mechanisms—can significantly enhance transparency, strengthen
candidate accountability, and increase public trust in local
electoral processes.
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