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Background and Aim: Reforming the structure of the Security
Council is one of the most long-standing debates in international
law, because this body is entrusted with the primary
responsibility for maintaining international peace and security.
The main context of this research is the conflict between the
existing legal structure of the Security Council—particularly
permanent membership and the right of veto—and modern
human rights requirements, the prohibition of genocide, the
protection of civilians, and the Responsibility to Protect. The
aim of the article is to explain the legal barriers to reforming the
Council’s structure, with a focus on the effects of these barriers
on the effective protection of human rights.

Materials and Methods: This research uses a descriptive-
analytical method and is based on the study of library sources.

Ethical Considerations: In writing the article, originality of
texts, honesty, and academic integrity have been observed.

Findings: The most important legal barriers to reform lie in the
difficulty of the Charter amendment procedures, the privileged
position of the permanent members, the right of veto, ambiguity
in the relationship between the Council and peremptory norms,
the weakness of enforcement mechanisms for human rights
limitations on the Council, and the lack of legal consensus on an
alternative model.

Conclusion: Comprehensive reform of the Council is unlikely
in the short term; however, gradual reform through voluntary
restraint on the use of the veto, strengthening accountability,
clarifying procedures, and linking Council decisions to human
rights obligations may provide a more realistic path.
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