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Background and Aim: In today’s world, developed
destination countries increasingly rely on “outsourcing”
strategies to block asylum seekers’ access to their territory and
to shift their protection responsibilities beyond their borders.
This study aims to examine the human rights challenges arising
from such policies in light of states’ international obligations
and to propose alternative, lawful pathways within the refugee
protection regime.

Materials and Methods: This is a theoretical study. The
research method is descriptive—analytical, and data were
collected through library-based research, drawing on relevant
documents, books, and scholarly articles.

Ethical Considerations: Throughout all stages of writing this
study, due regard was paid to originality of sources, honesty,
and scholarly integrity.

Findings: The analysis indicates that outsourcing effectively
constitutes an evasion of obligations undertaken under the
1951 Refugee Convention and other human rights instruments.
Such practices not only render access to international
protection unattainable for asylum seekers and increase the risk
of forced return (refoulement), but also impose a
disproportionate hosting burden on countries in the Global
South, despite their limited capacities.

Conclusion: Outsourcing stands in tension with states’
sovereign rights to organize borders. Therefore, moving
beyond the current situation requires a focus on lawful
solutions. Reliance on concepts such as “safe third country,”
the expansion of “resettlement” programs, and the creation of
complementary pathways based on empowering displaced
populations are proposed as necessary strategies to ensure
respect for the fundamental rights of asylum seekers.
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