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Background and Aim: A fair trial is a fundamental human
rights guarantee that regulates the exercise of the State’s
criminal authority, safeguards human dignity, and maintains a
balance between public power and the rights of the accused.
This article examines fair trial principles and evaluates their
conformity with the Iranian legal system.

Materials and Methods: This study adopts a descriptive—
analytical approach and is based on library research, including
international human rights instruments, domestic legislation,
and selected judgments of the European Court of Human Rights.

Ethical Considerations: The research was conducted in
accordance with academic integrity, accurate citation, scholarly
impartiality, and the avoidance of conflicts of interest.

Findings: The core principles of a fair trial include the
presumption of innocence, equality of arms, the right to remain
silent, the right to be informed of charges, access to legal
counsel, the prohibition of torture, and the use of lawfully
obtained evidence. These principles are recognized in the
Iranian legal system, particularly in the Constitution and the
Code of Criminal Procedure. Nevertheless, their
implementation faces challenges, including restricted access to
legal counsel, limitations on public hearings, concerns regarding
judicial independence, and ambiguities surrounding the
exclusion of unlawfully obtained evidence.

Conclusion: A gap remains between the formal recognition and
effective implementation of fair trial guarantees in Iran.
Strengthening judicial safeguards, ensuring equality of arms,
improving access to legal counsel, reinforcing the right to
remain silent, and establishing effective sanctions concerning
unlawfully obtained evidence are essential to achieving a
genuinely fair trial.
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- Sun, Changyong, “Controlling Death
Penalty via Due Process of Law — on the
Perfection of Death Penalty Proceedings
in China from the Perspective of Fair
Trial Rights”, Law Review of Nanjing
University, No. 1, 2008.
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