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Background and Aim: This study aims to compare two legal
paradigms—security-oriented and dignity-oriented systems—in
the field of urban security architecture and crime prevention, with
a particular focus on the application of human rights doctrines and
the principles of Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design
(CPTED). The primary objective is to analyze the consequences of
implementing these principles within Iran’s security-oriented legal
framework and to propose a moderating model grounded in human
dignity.

Materials and Methods: This research adopts a descriptive—
analytical methodology. Data were collected through library-based
research on legal documents and statutes, as well as through
content analysis of field findings from eighteen metropolitan cities
in Iran.

Ethical Considerations: Ethical principles governing library-
based research were observed, including accurate citation of
sources, respect for textual originality, and avoidance of any non-
scientific or biased orientations.

Findings: The findings indicate that the security-oriented legal
system, characterized by five core components—absolute
prioritization of security, extensive executive powers without
judicial oversight, data confidentiality, distributive inequality, and
the absence of impact assessment—has directed the
implementation of CPTED principles toward pervasive social
control, spatial discrimination, and the “fortification” of urban
spaces.

Conclusion: Sustainable and equitable urban security requires a
transition from a purely security-oriented approach toward a
dignity-oriented legal system. The design and implementation of
an “indigenous moderating model” that integrates physical, social,
and legal dimensions—through citizen participation and adherence
to the principles of transparency, proportionality, and justice—can
simultaneously advance crime prevention objectives while
safeguarding human dignity and fundamental rights.
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